
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES412 February 15, 2023 
(The remarks of Mr. BRAUN per-

taining to the introduction of S. 459 are 
printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, we 
lost a Hoosier recently who spent 7 
years fighting ALS. I was proud here, 
along with Senator COONS, to start the 
ALS Caucus. ALS is one of those dis-
eases, when you are diagnosed with it, 
for which there is not a very good prog-
nosis—3 to 4 years, maybe, sometimes. 

Corey Polen from Indiana was able to 
stretch it out to 7 years and fought val-
iantly along the way. He was involved 
in trying to take his cause and help 
others. Currently, there is no cure, and 
there is severely limited access to 
treatment options. 

Since I have been here, I have been 
trying to reform healthcare in general. 
That is a task when you have one side 
of the aisle that doesn’t think there is 
anything to do there or isn’t interested 
in it and the other side maybe wanting 
to have more government when I think 
we need to reform it in an underlying 
way and make it more transparent, 
more competitive, and remove barriers 
to entry so that you have doctors and 
nurses wanting to come into the pro-
fession. 

Let’s take this commonsense part of 
it. This is a disease, along with several 
other diseases, for which, once you are 
diagnosed, you do not have time, and 
you are beset by a cumbersome process 
that keeps people from getting into 
and even staying in treatment. We 
need to fix that to where, through the 
Promising Pathway Act, which I have 
had out there and which is gaining 
stride, we need to make an exception 
for those ailments that have treat-
ments in progress and where the indi-
viduals suffering from them are willing 
to take the risk. They want to do that 
because there is no other option, espe-
cially when there are promising treat-
ments that you are working with. 

In Corey’s case, his journey began in 
October 2015. He was hiking with his 
wife Jennifer in Arizona. On that hike, 
he kind of hurt his ankle and noticed 
more. He then returned to his home-
town and wanted to look into it fur-
ther. That is when he got that bleak di-
agnosis. 

All along the journey, as his condi-
tion was getting worse, he was out 
there to help others with it. His main 
goal for us here in Congress was for us 
to get something like the Promising 
Pathway Act across the finish line, 
which would give hope to him and to 
all of the others with similar diseases 
who are frustrated by the fact that we 
can’t move quickly enough, especially 
when there is stuff in the works that 
looks like it is going to be someday, if 
not a cure, at least a mitigation to the 
disease. We weren’t able to get that 
done. 

I would ask my fellow Senators and 
someone else in the House to carry it. 
We need to get this across the finish 
line. A panel of FDA advisers voted 7 to 

2 that there was enough evidence to do 
something different. That gave hope to 
people like Corey and others that 
something would get done, but it 
hasn’t happened. We have this under 
our own control to get it done, and it is 
well past time to get it done. 

I have been here going on now into 
my fifth year, and we have been drag-
ging our feet. I am going to roll up my 
sleeves and get it done, and we are 
going to keep pursuing this effort 
through our ALS Caucus. Senator 
COONS and I have done it, and we have 
made headway. But why wouldn’t we, 
when we have been dawdling with this 
issue for so long, not give the benefit of 
the doubt to treatments that are prom-
ising and get this across the finish line 
for these individuals who have no other 
hope but for us to get it done? 

I yield the floor. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 11, Daniel 
J. Calabretta, of California, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of California. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Jack Reed, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Mark 
Kelly, Patty Murray, Tim Kaine, Jeff 
Merkley, Sheldon Whitehouse, Eliza-
beth Warren, Tammy Baldwin, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, John 
W. Hickenlooper, Christopher Murphy, 
Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabenow, Alex 
Padilla. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Daniel J. Calabretta, of California, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of California, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) 
and the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. CASEY) are necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 19 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Carper 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 

Durbin 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 

King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 

Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 

Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Cardin Casey 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
ROSEN). The yeas are 52, the nays are 
46. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Daniel J. 
Calabretta, of California, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of California. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the vote on con-
firmation of the Calabretta nomination 
occur at 11 a.m. tomorrow, Thursday, 
February 16; that the cloture vote on 
the Martinez-Lopez nomination occur 
following disposition of the Reyes nom-
ination; and if cloture is invoked on 
the Martinez-Lopez nomination, the 
confirmation vote occur following dis-
position of the Calabretta nomination; 
further, that the vote on the motion to 
invoke cloture on the Kahn nomination 
be at 1:45 p.m.; finally, that following 
my remarks and the remarks of Sen-
ator BARRASSO, the Senate stand in re-
cess until 4 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, 
Senators should expect two rollcall 
votes at 4:30 p.m. today and three roll-
call votes tomorrow. 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS 

Madam President, there is a lot of 
discussion in our country about how di-
vided we are as a people, and there is 
no question that on many issues, that 
is absolutely true. 

But it turns out that on one of the 
most important matters facing the 
American people, Democrats, Repub-
licans, Independents, progressives, 
moderates, and conservatives are all 
united, and they are united on the need 
to take on the outrageous corporate 
greed in the pharmaceutical industry 
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